
RESOLUTION

ResolutionApprovingParticipationintheJustDeedsCoalitionandCondemningthe
useofDiscriminatoryCovenantsandDischargingDiscriminatoryCovenantsonCity
OwnedProperty.  

WHEREAS, discriminatory covenants weretoolsusedbyrealestate developers toprevent
non-Caucasian andnon-Christian individuals frombuyingoroccupying property incertain
areas; and

WHEREAS, thepurpose ofdiscriminatory covenants wastohomogenize communities
racially andreligiously byexcluding non-Caucasian andnon-Christian individuals fromliving
incertain areasofRochester; and

WHEREAS, in2016, theUniversity ofMinnesota founded Mapping Prejudice toidentify
theracistpractices usedtoexclude non-Caucasian andnon-Christian individuals from
certain areas. Mapping Prejudice researched restrictive covenants inHennepin County
andcreated thefirst-evercomprehensive mapofracial covenants inanAmerican county;  
and

WHEREAS, Mapping Prejudice isinterested inmapping Rochester andassisting in
identifying andremoving prejudicial covenants; and

WHEREAS, itisknownRochester contains discriminatory covenants; and

WHEREAS, restrictive covenants arenolonger enforceable. Legalefforts toeliminate
discriminatory covenants include Shelley v. Kraemer, 334U.S. 1 (1948), inwhich theUnited
States Supreme Courtprohibited courts fromenforcing discriminatory covenants andthe
Minnesota legislature in1953enacted statutes thatprohibited newcovenants; and

WHEREAS, asaresultofthese judicial andlegislative actions, today, Minnesota lawand
federal lawprohibit discrimination inthesaleorleaseofhousing basedonrace, color,  
creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, statuswithregard topublic assistance,  
disability, sexual orientation, orfamilial statusandthosestateandfederal prohibitions
extend totherefusal tosellortocirculate, postorcause tobeprinted, circulated, orposted,  
anylimitation, specification, ordiscrimination astorace, color, creed, religion, national
origin, sex, marital status, statuswithregard topublic assistance, disability, sexual
orientation, orfamilial status; and

WHEREAS, in2019, theMinnesota Legislature passedalawauthorizing property owners
toindividually discharge orrenounce discriminatory covenants byrecording adischarge
forminthecounty property records; and

WHEREAS, discriminatory covenants promoted andestablished residential racial
segregation, which historically andcurrently hasimpacted property ownership,  
accumulation ofwealth, property transfers, mortgage eligibility, rentaleligibility, property



values, property taxbase, internet access, andmore; and

WHEREAS, discriminatory covenants benefitted Caucasian communities. Forexample,  
homes thatwereracially covenanted arestillpredominantly ownedbyCaucasian people
andareworth approximately 15% moretoday thannon-covenanted properties; and

WHEREAS, theStateofMinnesota, including theCityofRochester, recognizes theharm
thatdiscriminatory covenants—andtheracial, religious, andotherdiscriminatory practices
thattheyrepresent—cause tosociety ingeneral andtotheindividuals whoareadversely
affected byracial, religious, andotherdiscrimination through thepresence ofdiscriminatory
covenants inthepublic landrecords.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED bytheCommon Council oftheCityofRochester
that:  

1. TheCityofRochester disavows andcondemns thepastuseofdiscriminatory
Coveantsandprohibits discriminatory covenants frombeingusedinthefuture.  

2. TheCityAttorney isdirected toinvestigate andtoidentify anyrealproperty owned or
leased bytheCity thatcontains discriminatory covenants andtoprepare andrecord an
affidavitorrequestanexaminer’sdirective discharging suchdiscriminatory covenants
pursuant toMinnesota Statute § 507.18, subd. 5.  

3. Citystaff isdirected toparticipate intheworkoftheJustDeeds Coalition toeducate the
community about thisandotherhistorically discriminatory practices; toidentify
contemporary discriminatory systems, policies, andpractices; andtotakeaction to
dismantling racistsystems, practices, andpolicies intheCityofRochester tocreateequity
forall.  



PASSED ANDADOPTED BYTHECOMMON COUNCIL OFTHECITY OF

ROCHESTER, MINNESOTA, THIS _ DAYOF , 2021.  

PRESIDENT OFSAIDCOMMON COUNCIL

ATTEST:      
CITYCLERK

APPROVED THIS DAYOF , 2021.  

MAYOR OFSAIDCITY

SealoftheCityof
Rochester, Minnesota)  


